AIDS and HIV-1 infection: clinical entities in geriatric dentistry.
The number of AIDS cases in individuals 50 years of age or older in the United States is reported to exceed 9000. Contaminated blood and blood transfusions are major contributors to HIV-1 infection in this age group. Sexual transmission and infection through intravenous drug abuse are also potential avenues of HIV-1 transmission in the older population. AIDS presents with a variety of clinical manifestations, including dementia, frequently seen in non-HIV-1-infected older people. Neurological deficiencies associated with AIDS are very common and may lead to misdiagnosis in the elderly. The observed incubation period of HIV-1 infection is longer than previously estimated, increasing the risk of older individuals exposed to HIV-1 in the past to develop AIDS. Oral manifestations may present as one of the early clinical signs of AIDS. Little is known concerning AIDS in the geriatric population. It demands consideration by dental professionals treating older individuals belonging to one of the exposure categories of the disease.